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Tansi! Welcome back to the Maskekosihk Archives (MA) National Indigenous History Month 
special edition spotlight. The MA is hoping to share a spotlight story every Thursday during the 
month of June that pertains to Maskekosihk’s history and heritage via the Echo Newsletter. Join 
us as we look back, explore, and share a few findings from the archival and historical record. 

With the ongoing development of the North East Development Area/NEDA, we thought we’d look 
at a few findings from the historical record regarding Maskekosihk’s early exploration in 
developing these lands. In the late 1970’s, Maskekosihk and partners proposed an integrated 
land use plan that would see “Enoch (as) the townsite of the future where Indian and non-Indian 
people can work and live together on the Stony Plain Indian Reserve #135.” This initiative, the first 
of its kind proposed in Canada, sought to address concerns regarding racial division, urban 
sprawl, declining biodiversity, and sustainable economic development alternatives for the nation. 
Unfortunately, the project would not come to fruition. As there are no specific details as to why, 
we can only speculate that the turbulent sociopolitical and economic climate of the day, 
including a major recession (1981-82), greatly affected the initiative overall. However, the nation 
moved forward with planning and development, laying the foundation for future projects like 
NEDA. Maskekosihk and its people have always been innovative leaders, from Chief Lapotac 
being assigned a provider of 1st rank for Fort Edmonton in the 19th century to helping create one of 
the 1st rural electrification co-ops in Canada in the 1950’s.  

As we watch the exciting growth of the NEDA projects, let us take a moment to look back, reflect, 
and celebrate our nation's history of infrastructure and economic development!   

 

 

 


