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Tansi! Welcome back to the Maskekosihk Archives (MA) National Indigenous History Month
special edition spotlight. The MA is hoping to share a spotlight story every Thursday during the
month of June that pertains to Maskekosihk’s history and heritage via the Echo Newsletter. Join
us as we look back, explore, and share a few findings from the archival and historical record.

With the ongoing development of the North East Development Area/NEDA, we thought we’d look
at a few findings from the historical record regarding Maskekosihk’s early exploration in
developing these lands. In the late 1970’s, Maskekosihk and partners proposed an integrated
land use plan that would see “Enoch (as) the townsite of the future where Indian and non-Indian
people can work and live together on the Stony Plain Indian Reserve #135.” This initiative, the first
of its kind proposed in Canada, sought to address concerns regarding racial division, urban
sprawl, declining biodiversity, and sustainable economic development alternatives for the nation.
Unfortunately, the project would not come to fruition. As there are no specific details as to why,
we can only speculate that the turbulent sociopolitical and economic climate of the day,
including a major recession (1981-82), greatly affected the initiative overall. However, the nation
moved forward with planning and development, laying the foundation for future projects like
NEDA. Maskekosihk and its people have always been innovative leaders, from Chief Lapotac
being assigned a provider of 1%t rank for Fort Edmonton in the 19'" century to helping create one of
the 1st rural electrification co-ops in Canada in the 1950’s.

As we watch the exciting growth of the NEDA projects, let us take a moment to look back, reflect,
and celebrate our nation's history of infrastructure and economic development!

MAP OF
STONY PLAIN INDIAN RESERVE . . .

Enoch is the townsite of the 1. To dewelop an area of our ‘
T = 5 future where Indan and non-  land that will enhance,
: Indian people can work and ive promote and be compatible ‘
together on the Stony Plan In-  with the expansion and
da #135

n Reserve growth of the City of
The Project started in March o Edmonton.
1972, when the members of the 2. To participate in the growth
Enoch Indian Band voted in  ©Of Edmonton while en- |

® otk of mkTaa b R couraging  ca-operation
hoid, three square miles of land between ourselves and our ‘
The City of on the east side of the reserve. non-indian neighbors.
e On these 1,920 acres will grow 3. To promote our belief that
a townsite based on co-opera Indian communities can
tion between band members. til retain their
and their neighbors, the people
of Aberta. 4 T
The development, just 1% miles.
west of Edmonton, will co
ordinate famiy dwelings,  high
rise apartments, ShOPPING CoN- This is the first time in Canada
tres, office buidings and in- that a project of this magnifude
dustrial parks with between 7 has been proposed on an
and 900 acres of recreational Indian reserve, invowing all four
land. The Recreation faciities levels of government. It is just
in Enoch. will be the most ad- one more step our Band is
vanced in North America, yet the taking, bacause we believe that
designers, uliizing the latest Indian people are as much a
technical innovations, will also part of Alberta as they are of
be making the most of the Canada
natural environment with mini-
mum destruction of the ecology
In surrendering this land, we, the
Enoch Indian Band, had four
main purposes in mind:

Growing Together

The wide open spaces are disappearing
as the city of Edmonton grows. We want
to be part of this growth, so that we can
preserve the best of nature while sharing
the advantages of the city. Planning and
the co-operation of all concered are
the keys to this goal.

When the Treaty Number Six was signed,
Edmonton was but a Fort, and Alberta
was twenty-nine years away from being
a province. Over the years we have
grown in our own directions, it's time we
got together.
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