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Tansi! Welcome back to the Maskekosihk Archives (MA) National Indigenous History Month 
special edition spotlight. The MA is hoping to share a spotlight story every Thursday during the 
month of June that pertains to Maskekosihk’s history and heritage via the Echo Newsletter. Join 
us as we look back, explore, and share a few findings from the archival and historical record. 

As we prepare to observe and 
celebrate ”National Indigenous Peoples 
Day“ (NIPD) in Canada, we thought it would be 
a great opportunity to explore the long and 
complex past leading up to this momentous 
holiday. It began in 1918 with Mohawk veteran 
Fredrick Loft, one of the most important 
Indigenous activists of the early 20th century, 
and the creation of the League of Indians. The 
League was the first national Indigenous 
political organization in Canada and fought for treaty rights, proper healthcare, improved 
education, and an end to forced enfranchisement and government land seizures. Loft’s activism 
inspired regional branches like the League of Indians of Alberta, whose members included 
Maskekosihk Chief Alexis Morin and Councilor James Peacock. The national League would 
eventually falter due to government interference and oppressive amendments to the Indian Act, 
e.g. it became illegal for Indigenous people to organize politically or raise funds for legal claims. 
However, these regional offshoots evolved into powerful modern advocacy groups, including the 
Indian Association of Alberta (IAA) whose members included Maskekosihk Chief James Peacock. 
In 1969, the IAA, under the leadership of Harold Cardinal, drafted the ”Citizens Plus” or Red 
Paper, which was accepted by the National Indian Brotherhood (NIB) as its official national 
response to the White Paper, successfully forcing the federal government to withdraw the policy. 
In 1982 the NIB, now called the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) would call for a National 
Aboriginal Solidarity Day. In 1995, the ”Sacred Assembly” and the Royal Commission on 
Aboriginal Peoples recommended a national Indigenous Peoples holiday. In 1996, June 21 was 
declared ”National Aboriginal Day”, which would later be renamed ”National Indigenous Peoples 
Day“ in 2017.  



While we celebrate NIPD, let us take a moment to look back, reflect, and celebrate our nation's 
role in this important milestone. 

 

 

Pic #1: "First meeting of League of Indians of Alberta, Duffield, Alberta.", 1933, (CU1117829) by 
Pugh, W. P. B.. Courtesy of Glenbow Library and Archives, Glenbow Archives Collection, Libraries 
and Cultural Resources Digital Collections, University of Calgary.  Alexis Morin and James 
Peacock. 

Pic #2: "Delegates of Indian Association of Alberta meeting, Calgary, Alberta.", 1953-02, 
(CU1104642) by unknown. Courtesy of Glenbow Library and Archives, Glenbow Archives 
Collection, Libraries and Cultural Resources Digital Collections, University of Calgary.  James 
Peacock. 


